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The Seroepidemiology of Toxoplasma Infection in Man Until the pioneer work of Hutchison and his coworkers (Hutchison & Work 1969) demonstrated the sexual cycle of Toxoplasma gondii in the domestic cat, the epidemiology of toxoplasma infection was confused. Some generalizations were, however, becoming apparent. First, the prevalence of antibody (although widespread in man and animals) was shown to be higher in the warm, moist areas of the world, i.e. Tristan da Cunha (Fleck 1963) and the Xingu river area of Brazil (Baruzzi 1970) . This is explicable by the better survival of the oocyst form of the parasite in warm moist conditions. Although the workers investigating the Indians in the Xingu river found no felines in the area, jaguars certainly inhabit it. The second generalization shown by various surveys was that infection increases with age. The speed of acquisition of antibody and, therefore, infection varies in different communities. Where this acquisition occurs during the child-bearing period congenital infection appears higher.
Although the cat (both domestic and wild) is important in the cycle of infection we still need to know more about its relation to the spread of the infection to man. Other workers, notably Desmonts et al. (1965) , have emphasized the importance of undercooked meat in the spread of infection to man. Certainly areas of the world where undercooked meat is often eaten seem to have a high incidence of infection. We need more information on the ways T. gondii reaches man. REFERENCES Baruzzi R G (1970) 
